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Worship Planning Notes 

 

This service should not be used as a “renewing of vows” ceremony for individual 

couples, but as a reaffirmation of love and marriage by all couples and by your church. 

Have your pastors prepare litanies and prayers of reaffirmation for couples.  

 

The following are suggestions to aid your church in celebrating Marriage Enrichment 

Sunday: 

 

• Have special seating for married couples of the church so that they can sit 

together during the service. Have a processional of the couples at the beginning 

of the service.  
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• Have your media ministry prepare pictures of the couples in your church. These 

pictures should be taken at least two weeks prior to your Marriage Enrichment 

service. 

 

• Prior to your Marriage Enrichment service, hold workshops on how couples can 

strengthen their marriages. These should take the place of Bible Study and 

Sunday School classes. 

 

• Honor the elders. Have the couple that has been married the longest to participate 

in the service through testimony, words of wisdom, or a special prayer for newly 

married couples. 

 

1. Invocation 

Many have gathered here in the sight of God, and in front of this congregation, to be 

joined together in holy marriage; which is commended in the Scriptures as honorable; 

and therefore not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly, 

advisedly, and in the fear of God.  

 

All who are joined in marriage will answer at the coming day of judgment, when the 

secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed. So, Lord we pray forgive us our secret marital 

sins. 

 

Of the world’s three great institutions – the home, the church, and the state - the home is 

the oldest and it is sacred. God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of 

human society. It is composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or 

adoption. 

  

Marriage is the uniting of persons in covenantal commitment for a lifetime. It is God's 

unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church, and to provide for each 

couple in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel for sexual 

expression and the means for the advancement of the human race. 

 

Each partner in a marriage is of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's 

image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to God’s people. Each 

spouse is to love the other as Christ loved His church. And to give of themselves to one 

another totally and freely as Christ gave of himself for the church. 

 

In marriage, no one is to be ruled over or trampled upon. But instead the couple, made 

one by marriage, is to submit themselves to one another, nurture each other’s dreams and 

faithfully commit to one another in sickness and in health, in poverty and in richness, in 

good times and in bad, so long as they both shall live.  

 

The marriage relationship is sacred when it is that of “two souls with a single thought … 

two hearts that beat as one.” It is the blending of two lives. We pray that all couples will 
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be blended. Lord strengthen our belief in marriage, strengthen all marriages, those old 

and those new, and strengthen the Black family. Amen. 

 

2. Hymns and Congregational Songs 

(a) Oh to Be Kept. By Thurston Frazier 

 

(b) Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary. By John Thompson and Randy Scruggs 

 

(c) Sanctify Me. By V. Michael McKay 

 

(d) I Would Be True. By Howard A Walter. Tune, (PEEK), by Joseph Y. Peek 

 

3. Spirituals or Traditional Songs 

(a) Done Made My Vow. Arr. by Nolan Williams, Jr.  

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6opMYvm-go 

 

(b) You Must Have That True Religion. By Roland Carter 

 

4. Gospel Songs for Choirs, Ensembles, or Praise Teams 

(a) You’re All I Need. By Jason Clayborn 

 

(b) What a Fellowship. By Elisha Hoffman. Tune, (SHOWALTER), by Anthony  

      Showalter. Arr. by Albert Goodson  

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOXepvYt8-c 

 

(c) I Need You to Survive. By David Frazier 

 

(d) I Don’t Mind Waiting. By Juanita Bynum 

 

5. Liturgical Dance Music 

(a) The Family. By Donald Lawrence 

 

(b) Be Grateful. By Walter Hawkins 

 

6. Anthem 

O For a Faith. Arr. by Nathan Carter. For SATB Choir 

 

7. Modern Songs 

(a) One Night with the King. By Jeannie Tenney 

 

(b) Souled Out. By Estee Bullock and Nate McNair 

 

(c) God Favored Me. By Jules Barthowlomew 

 

8. Song or Instrumental for the Offertory Period 

(a) The Bridegroom Cometh. By Carl White, Jr. 
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(b) I’m Yours Lord. By Ethel Holloway 

 

(c) Favor. By Vashawn Mitchell 

 

9. Song or Instrumental for the Period of Prayer 
(a) We Are One. By Peter Scholtes and Walt Whitman 

 

(b) We Are One. By Timothy Wright. Arr. by Valeria Foster 

 

(c) Kept by God. By DeAndre Patterson 

 

10. Sermonic Selection  

(a) Safe in His Arms. By Darius Brooks 

 

(b) See Us Through. Writer Unknown 

 

(c) More Than Wonderful. By Lanny Wolfe 

 

(d) Flesh of My Flesh. By Leon Patillo 

 

11. Invitational Song or Instrumental  

(a) Come Unto Jesus. By Charles Nicks 

 

(b) Down at the Altar. By Joe Pace 

 

12. Benediction Song or Instrumental 
(a) Always Remember. By Andraé Crouch 

 

(b) Seeker of Your Heart. By Larnell Harris, Sandi Patti, and Steve Green 

 YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5aFzT4t8S0 

 

13. Audio Visual Suggestion 

The pictures of couples in your church can be viewed as a slide presentation at some 

point during the service, or at the end of the service. See the cultural resource unit for 

Marriage Enrichment Sunday for additional ideas. 

 

Cites and Additional Information for Music and Material Listed 

 

1. Invocation 

This invocation was developed by The African American Lectionary Liturgical Team. 

 

2. Hymns and Congregational Songs 

(a) Oh to Be Kept. By Thurston Frazier 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. Chicago, IL: GIA Publications, 2001. #423 
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National Baptist Publishing Board. The New National Baptist Hymnal. Nashville, 

TN: National Baptist Pub. Board, 1981. #318 

 

The New National Baptist Hymnal 21st Century Edition. Nashville, TN: Triad 

Publications, 2001. #212 

  

(b) Lord Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary. By John Thompson and Randy Scruggs 

Location: 

  African American Heritage Hymnal. #462 

 

The New National Baptist Hymnal 21st Century Edition. #203 

  

(c) Sanctify Me. By V. Michael McKay 

Location: 

GIA Publications, Inc. 

 7404 South Mason Avenue  

 Chicago, IL 60638 

 Phone: 1-800-GIA-1358 

 

Online location: www.giamusic.com 

 

(d) I Would Be True. By Howard A. Walter. Tune, (PEEK), by Joseph Y. Peek 

Location: 

African Methodist Episcopal Church Hymnal. Nashville, TN: The African 

Methodist Episcopal Church, (1984) second printing 1986. #411 

 

  The New National Baptist Hymnal. #265 

 

The New National Baptist Hymnal 21st Century Edition. #246 

 

3. Spirituals or Traditional Songs 

(a) Done Made My Vow. Arr. by Nolan Williams, Jr. 

Location: 

Metropolitan Baptist Church 

 Temporary location: 1
st
 and P Street (Armstrong School) 

 Washington, DC 20001 

Phone: 202-238-5000 

 

(b) You Must Have That True Religion. By Roland Carter 

Location: 

J. W. Pepper & Sons Incorporated 

2480 Industrial Boulevard 

Paoli, PA 19301  

Phone: 1-800-345-6296 
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Online location: www.jwpepper.com 

  

4. Gospel Songs for Choirs, Ensembles, or Praise Teams  

(a) You’re All I Need. By Jason Clayborn 

Location: 

Walker, Hezekiah and the Love Fellowship Crusade Choir. Souled Out. New 

York, NY: Verity Records, 2008. 

 

(b) What a Fellowship. By Elisha A. Hoffman. Tune, (Showalter) by Anthony Showalter.   

      Arr. by Albert Goodson  

Location: 

Evans, Clay and The Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church Reunion Choir. 

Celebrating the Life, Love, and Legacy of Dr. Lou Della Evans-Reid. Chicago, 

IL: 2006. 

 

Online location: http://cdbaby.com/cd/ldevansreid 

 

(c) I Need You to Survive. By David Frazier 

Location: 

Walker, Hezekiah & The Love Fellowship Crusade Choir. Family Affair, Vol. 2: 

Live at Radio City Music Hall. New York, NY: Verity Records, 2002. 

 

(d) I Don’t Mind Waiting. By Juanita Bynum 

Location: 

Gospel Goes Classical Featuring Juanita Bynum and Jonathan Butler. Dallas, TX: 

Flow Records, 2006. 

 

5. Liturgical Dance Music 

(a) The Family. By Donald Lawrence 

Location: 

The Murrills. Family Prayer. New York, NY: Zomba Recording, 2008. 

 

(b) Be Grateful. By Walter Hawkins 

Location: 

Hawkins, Walter & The Hawkins Family. The Hawkins Family Collection. 

Nashville, TN: Light Records, 2008. 

 

6. Anthems 

O For a Faith. Arr. by Nathan Carter. For SATB Choir 

Location: 

GIA Publications, Inc. 

Phone: 1-800-GIA-1358 

Online location: www.giamusic.com 

 

7. Modern Songs 

(a) One Night with the King. By Jeannie Tenney 
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Location: 

Gospel Goes Classical Featuring Juanita Bynum and Jonathan Butler. Dallas, TX: 

Flow Records, 2006. 

 

(b) Souled Out. By Estee Bullock and Nate McNair 

Location: 

Walker, Hezekiah and the Love Fellowship Crusade Choir. Souled Out. New York, 

NY: Verity Records, 2008. 

 

(c) God Favored Me. By Jules Barthowlomew 

Location: 

Walker, Hezekiah and the Love Fellowship Crusade Choir. Souled Out. New 

York, NY: Verity Records, 2008. 

 

8. Song or Instrumental for the Offertory Period 

(a) The Bridegroom Cometh. By Carl White, Jr. 

Location: 

Hayes, Charles and the Cosmopolitan Church of Prayer Choir. The Collection. 

Jackson, TN: Savoy Records, 1999. 

 

(b) I’m Yours Lord. By Ethel Holloway 

Location: 

Evans, Clay. The Collection. Jackson, TN: Savoy Records, 1998. 

 

(c) Favor. By Vashawn Mitchell 

Location: 

Hayes, Charles and the Warriors. Back at War. Chicago, IL: Utopia Music Group, 

2005. 

 

9. Song or Instrumental for the Period of Prayer 

(a) We Are One. By Peter Scholtes and Walt Whitman 

Location: 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir. Live . . . This Is Your House. Brentwood, TN: 

M2 Communications LLC, 2003. 

 

(b) We Are One. By Timothy Wright. Arr. by Valeria Foster 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #323 

 

(c) Kept by God. By DeAndre Patterson 

Location: 

Hayes, Charles and the Warriors. Back at War. Chicago, IL: Utopia Music Group, 

2005. 

 

10. Sermonic Selection  

(a) Safe in His Arms. By Darius Brooks 
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Location: 

Darius Brooks Presents the Reunion: Live in Chicago—Side A. Forest Park, IL: 

Journey Music Group, 2006.  

 

(b) See Us Through. Writer Unknown 

Location: 

The First Church of Deliverance Choir and Bishop Otto Houston. God Can. 

Chicago, IL: NEG Entertainment Group, 2006. 

 

(c) More Than Wonderful. By Lanny Wolfe 

Location: 

Patty, Sandi. The Definitive Collection. Nashville, TN: Word Records, 2007. 

 

(d) Flesh of My Flesh. By Leon Patillo 

Location: 

Various Artists. 10 Great Christian Love Songs. Hendersonville, TN: Daywind 

Records, 2001. 

 

11. Invitational Song or Instrumental  
(a) Come Unto Jesus. By Charles Nicks 

Location: 

Come Unto Jesus. Southfield, MI: Sounds of Gospel, 2005. 

 

(b) Down at the Altar. By Joe Pace 

Location: 

Joe Pace Presents: Sunday Morning Service. Integrity Gospel/Epic: New York, 

NY, 2004. 

 

12. Benediction Song or Instrumental 
(a) Always Remember. By Andraé Crouch 

Location: 

No Time To Lose. Nashville, TN: Word Entertainment, 1985. 

 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #640 

 

(b) Seeker of Your Heart. By Larnell Harris, Sandi Patti, and Steve Green 

Location: 

Various Artists. Almighty God. Brentwood, TN: Brentwood Christian, 1998. 


