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Nolan Williams, Jr., Lectionary Team Liturgist and Sylveta Brown, Assistant Liturgist 

 

Worship Planning Notes 

 

The first Sunday of Advent marks the start of one of the most celebratory seasons in the 

Christian Church year. This worship service should be joyful and hope-filled, setting the right 

tone for this season—a season of earnest expectation as we anxiously await the coming of the 

Messiah. A great way to achieve a spirit of celebration is to incorporate elements in worship that 

awaken the senses. The selections highlighted below will certainly add to the auditory impact of 

worship. Consider making subtle adjustments in how people „hear‟ the service: perhaps do an 
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introit in the aisles, or end the service with a choir recession that places choir members along the 

walls singing directly to parishioners. 

 

At the same time, use color to enhance the visual impact of worship. (Our lectionary team has 

developed a liturgical colors chart— http://theafricanamericanlectionary.org/PDF/colors.pdf—

that will help you incorporate color throughout the Church year.) On this Sunday, choose 

between red and bright blue. Accent the pulpit area with your color choice and encourage 

members of your choir(s) and praise team to dress accordingly. 

 

Incorporate a third sense, try adding aroma to the worship experience. For example, dress the 

pulpit area with fresh evergreens and pine cones. In a subtle way this will add both visual and 

aromatic impact to your worship experience. As the month progresses, refresh the greens with 

scented oils so that the sanctuary maintains the scent of pine and evergreens.  

 

On a different note, remember also that the first Sunday of Advent is closely followed by World 

AIDS Day (celebrated in 2011 on Thursday, December 1). Make sure your worship includes 

some reference to this commemoration. Provide red ribbons for members of your worship 

team—both music and ministerial—to wear. This season of expectation is a great time for the 

Church to affirm its hope that a cure for this disease is sure to come! 

 

1. Call to Worship, Centering Prayer, and/or Litany 

 

Litany 

 

While we were yet sinners, Jesus came at the right time, after forty two generations. 

 

During this Advent season the whole church, the Body of Christ, looks forward to the second 

coming of the promised Messiah, Jesus, our Lord. 

 

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth to announce to the virgin Mary that she had found favor 

with God. Her cousin, Elizabeth, said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb.” (Luke 1:42) 

 

As the Word made flesh, Jesus came to an unprepared people in an unprepared place.  

 

We remember our Savior‟s humble and obscure entry into our world. 

 

O God, we remember your love for your creation and thank you for Jesus, your only begotten 

Son. 

 

God, help us to understand and appreciate the ways in which you use the forgotten, the 

marginalized, the outcast, the weak, the poor, the imprisoned, and the afflicted to proclaim the presence 

of your kingdom. 

 

At the birth of our Savior, angels sang with jubilation and shepherds praised Jesus and 

glorified God! 

http://theafricanamericanlectionary.org/PDF/colors.pdf
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Lord Jesus, as we reflect upon the joyous miracle of your birth, deepen our understanding of the 

purpose of your coming. 

 

We herald your coming, Wonderful Counselor, for you are the King of kings, Lord of lords, 

the Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. We love you. We adore you. You alone 

are worthy of all our praise! (See Isaiah 9:6) 

2. Hymns and Congregational Songs 

(a) O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Traditional. Tune, (VENI EMMANUEL), adapted by Thomas 

Helmore 

 

(b) Hail to the Lord‟s Anointed. By James Montgomery. Tune, (SHEFFIELD), English melody 

 

(c) Love Divine, All Love Excelling. By Charles Wesley. Tune, (BEECHER), by John Zundel 

3. Spirituals or Traditional Songs 

(a) Amen. Spiritual. Arr. by Jester Hairston 

 

(b) Have You Heard about the Baby? By Shelton Becton 

 

(c) Pretty Little Boy. Traditional 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_PeNyBaERM 

4. Gospel Songs for Choirs, Ensembles, or Praise Teams 

(a) Medley: Alpha and Omega. By Erasmus Mutambira; Be Unto Your Name. By Lynn DeShazo 

and Gary Sandler; Magnificent and Holy. By Israel Houghton; The Almighty Reigns. By Israel 

Houghton 

 

(b) Emmanuel. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

 

(c) I Really Love You. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

 

(d) Peace on Earth (with Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee). By Ludwig von Beethoven. Arr. 

Babbie Mason and Henry Van Dyke. For children‟s choirs 

5. Liturgical Dance Music 

(a) Joy to the World. Traditional. Arr. by Hoyt Axton 

 

(b) Overture: A Partial History of Black Music. By George Frideric Handel 

 

(c) Hark. By Luther “Mano” Hanes and Israel Houghton 

 

6. Anthems 
(a) Joy to the World. By Frank Kuykendall 

 

(b) Christmas Gloria: A Medley of Advent Hymns. Arr. by Lloyd Larson 
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(c) His Plan (for Soprano and Tenor duo). By Carol Cymbala and Roy Lessin 

 

7. Modern Songs 

(a) Call Him Jesus. By E. Campbell, T.C. Campbell, and Warryn Campbell 

 

(b) Receive Our Praise. By Paul Golatt, III and Trenton Phillips 

8. Offertory Song or Instrumental 

(a) Rejoice. By Richard Smallwood 

 

(b) Oh, How I Love Jesus. By Thomas Whitfield 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_eQ4Z5ZV10&feature=related 

9. Song or Instrumental for the Period of Prayer 

(a) My Season of Advent. By Nolan Williams, Jr. 

 

(b) Sweet Little Jesus Boy. By Donald Lawrence 

 

(c) I Know That My Redeemer Liveth. By George Frideric Handel, Mervyn Warren, and 

Michael O. Jackson 

10. Sermonic Selection 

(a) Mary Did You Know? By Buddy Green and Mark Lawry 

 

(b) Angels We Have Heard on High. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgaJRiVsVto 

 

(c) Let Us Adore Him. By John P. Kee 

11. Invitational Song or Instrumental 

(a) You Are the Living Word. By Noel Hall and Fred Hammond 

 

(b) Come, Lord, and Tarry Not. By Horatius Bonar. Tune, (ST. BRIDE), by Samuel Howard 

 

(c) Jesus Is Calling. By Fanny J. Crosby. Tune by George C. Stebbins 

 

12. Benediction Song or Instrumental 

(a) Hallelujah. By George Frideric Handel. Arr. Mervyn Warren, Michael O. Jackson, and Mark 

Kibble 

 

(b) Emmanuel, Emmanuel. By Bob McGee 

 

(c) Hallelujah Chorus. By George Frideric Handel, edited by T. Tertius Noble 

Cites and Additional Information for Music and Material Listed 
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1. Call to Worship, Centering Prayer, and/or Litany 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. Chicago, IL: GIA Publications, 2001. #100 

excerpted for use in this material 

2. Hymns and Congregational Songs 

(a) O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Traditional. Tune, (VENI EMMANUEL), adapted by Thomas 

Helmore 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #188 

 

The Presbyterian Hymnal: Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster/John Knox Press, 1990. #9  

 

(b) Hail to the Lord‟s Anointed. By James Montgomery. Tune, (SHEFFIELD), English melody 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #187 

 

(c) Love Divine, All Love Excelling. By Charles Wesley. Tune, (BEECHER), by John Zundel 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #440 

 

The Presbyterian Hymnal. #376 

3. Spirituals or Traditional Songs 

(a) Amen. Spiritual. Arr. by Jester Hairston 

Location: 

Hairston, Jester. Camp Meetings, Spiritual Songs, Amen. STKM Records, 2010. 

 

Bourne Co. 

Available from J.W. Pepper and Son, Inc. 

2480 Industrial Blvd. 

Paoli, PA 19301 

1-800-345-6296 

 

Online location: www.jwpepper.com 

 

(b) Have You Heard about the Baby? By Shelton Becton 

Location: 

McElroy, Michael & The Broadway Inspirational Voices. Great Joy—A Gospel 

Christmas. New York, NY: Sh-K-Boom/Ghostlight, 2003. 

 

Online location: www.sheltonbecton.com  

 

(c) Pretty Little Boy. Traditional 

Location: 

http://www.jwpepper.com/
http://www.sheltonbecton.com/
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Cleveland, James, The Angelic Choir and the Cleveland Singers. Merry Christmas. 

Japan: Savoy, 1991. 

4. Gospel Songs for Choirs, Ensembles, or Praise Teams 

(a) Medley: Alpha and Omega. By Erasmus Mutambira; Be Unto Your Name. By Lynn DeShazo 

and Gary Sandler; Magnificent and Holy. By Israel Houghton; The Almighty Reigns. By Israel 

Houghton 

Location: 

Israel & New Breed. A Timeless Christmas. Mobile, AL: New York, NY: Integrity 

Gospel/Sony Urban Gospel, 2006. 

 

Norwood Music Publishing 

Available from NTIMEMUSIC.com, Inc. 

4913 Albermarle Road #103 

Charlotte, NC 28205 

Phone: 704-531-8961 

 

Online location: www.ntimemusic.com  

 

(b) Emmanuel. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

Location: 

Various Artists. Voices: A Gospel Choir Christmas. New York, NY: Time/Life Music, 

2009. 

 

(c) I Really Love You. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

Location: 

Hutchins, Norman. Where I Long to Be. Los Angeles, CA: JDI Records, 2006. 

 

(d) Peace on Earth (with Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee). By Ludwig von Beethoven . Arr. 

Babbie Mason and Henry Van Dyke. For children‟s choirs 

Location: 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir. Light of the World. New York, NY: M2 

Communications, 2001. 

5. Liturgical Dance Music 

(a) Joy to the World. Traditional. Arr. by Hoyt Axton  

Location: 

 Houston, Whitney. The Preacher‟s Wife. New York, NY: Arista, 1996. 

 

(b) Overture: A Partial History of Black Music. By George Frideric Handel 

Location: 

Various Artists (Compilation). Handel‟s Messiah: A Soulful Celebration. Nashville, TN: 

Warner Alliance, 1992. 

 

(c) Hark. By Luther “Mano” Hanes and Israel Houghton 

Location: 

http://www.ntimemusic.com/
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Israel & New Breed. A Timeless Christmas. Mobile, AL: New York, NY: Integrity 

Gospel/Sony Urban Gospel, 2006. 

6. Anthems 

(a) Joy to the World. By Frank Kuykendall 

Location: 

Plymouth Music Company 

Available from J. W. Pepper & Sons Incorporated 

2480 Industrial Blvd. 

Paoli, PA 19301 

Phone: 1-800-345-6296 

 

Online location: www.jwpepper.com  

 

(b) Christmas Gloria: A Medley of Advent Hymns. Arr. by Lloyd Larson 

Location: 

Beckenhorst Press, Inc. 

960 Old Henderson Road 

Columbus, OH 43220 

Phone: 614-451-6461 

 

Online location: www.beckenhorstpress.com  

 

(c) His Plan (for Soprano and Tenor duo). By Carol Cymbala and Roy Lessin 

Location: 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir. Light of the World. New York, NY: M2 

Communications, 2001. 

7. Modern Songs 

(a) Call Him Jesus. By E. Campbell, T.C. Campbell, and Warryn Campbell 

Location: 

Mary, Mary. A Mary Mary Christmas. New York, NY: Columbia, 2006. 

 

(b) Receive Our Praise. By Paul Golatt, III and Trenton Phillips 

Location: 

Golatt, III, Paul. Christmas This Year. New York, NY: My Time Records, 2008. 

 

Miami Mass Choir. God Will See You Through. MAYO, 2003. 

8. Offertory Song or Instrumental 

(a) Rejoice. By Richard Smallwood 

Location: 

Rejoice. New York, NY: Verity, 1997. 

 

(b) Oh, How I Love Jesus. By Thomas Whitfield 

Location: 

The Best of Thomas Whitfield. New York, NY: Verity, 1999. 

http://www.jwpepper.com/
http://www.beckenhorstpress.com/
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9. Song or Instrumental for the Period of Prayer 

(a) My Season of Advent. By Nolan Williams, Jr. 

Location: 

NEW-J Publishing 

P.O. Box 4599 

Washington, DC 20017-9997 

 

Online location: www.NEWorks.us  

 

(b) Sweet Little Jesus Boy. By Donald Lawrence 

Location: 

Hello Christmas (featuring the Tri-City Singers). Detroit, MI: Crystal Rose, 1997. 

 

(c) I Know That My Redeemer Liveth. By George Frideric Handel, Mervyn Warren, and 

Michael O. Jackson 

Location: 

Campbell, Tevyn. Handel‟s Messiah: A Soulful Celebration. Nashville, TN: Warner 

Alliance, 1992. 

10. Sermonic Selection 

(a) Mary Did You Know? By Buddy Green and Mark Lawry 

Location: 

Harrigan, Evelyn. A Soulful Christmas—An Instrumental Journey. Madison, AL: 

Madison Avenue Records, 2005. 

 

(b) Angels We Have Heard on High. By Norman Hutchins and Jason White 

Location: 

 Hutchins, Norman. Norman Hutchins & JDI Christmas. Los Angeles, CA: JDI, 2001. 

 

(c) Let Us Adore Him. By John P. Kee 

Location: 

 Kee, John P. and the New Life Community Choir. A Special Christmas Gift. Nashville, 

TN: Zomba, 1996. 

  

11. Invitational Song or Instrumental 

(a) You Are the Living Word. By Noel Hall, Fred Hammond 

Location: 

Hammond, Fred. The Essential Fred Hammond. New York, NY: Verity, 2007.  

 

(b) Come, Lord, and Tarry Not. By Horatius Bonar. Tune, (ST. BRIDE), by Samuel Howard 

Location: 

Lead Me, Guide Me: The African American Catholic Hymnal. Chicago, IL: GIA 

Publications, 1987. #11 

 

(c) Jesus Is Calling. By Fanny J. Crosby. Tune by George C. Stebbins 

Location: 

http://www.neworks.us/
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Church of God in Christ. Yes, Lord! Church of God in Christ Hymnal. Memphis, TN: 

Church of God in Christ Pub. Board in association with the Benson Co., 1982. #303 

 

12. Benediction Song or Instrumental 

(a) Hallelujah! By George Frideric Handel. Arr. Mervyn Warren, Michael O. Jackson and Mark 

Kibble 

Location: 

Various Artists. Handel‟s Messiah: A Soulful Celebration. Nashville, TN: Warner 

Alliance, 1992. 

 

Alfred Publishing 

Available from J. W. Pepper & Sons Incorporated 

Phone: 1-800-345-6296 

Online location: www.jwpepper.com  

 

(b) Emmanuel, Emmanuel. By Bob McGee 

Location: 

African American Heritage Hymnal. #189 

 

(c) Hallelujah Chorus. By George Frideric Handel, edited by T. Tertius Noble 

Location: 

G. Schirmer, Inc. 

Available from J. W. Pepper & Sons Incorporated 

Phone: 1-800-345-6296 

Online location: www.jwpepper.com 

http://www.jwpepper.com/
http://www.jwpepper.com/

